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GCSE German 
(2024) 

Unpacking the Writing 
Exam



Agenda

• Welcome and introduction

• Overview of the Writing papers (Foundation and Higher)

• Open-ended writing tasks, mark schemes and marking of exemplars

• Resources, support and further training

• Close



Today’s goals

• To recap the structure and key features of the 

Foundation and Higher Tier papers

• To increase familiarity with the open-ended writing tasks

• To understand the application of the mark schemes 

• To practise marking exemplar material (language 

specific)

• To know how to access resources, support and ongoing 

training
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Overview of the 

Writing paper



Paper 4, Writing

Foundation Tier Higher Tier

Assessment time 1 hour 15 minutes 1 hour 20 minutes

Number of 

questions

4 questions: 

3 open response and 1 translation

3 questions:

2 open response and 1 translation

Question 1 Picture task, write 4 sentences

8 marks

Open response, informal context

Select one of two options

18 marks (80–90 words)

Question 2 Open response, formal context

Select one of two options

14 marks (40–50 words)

Open response, formal context

Select one of two options

22 marks (130–150 words)

Question 3 Open response, informal context

Select one of two options

18 marks (80–90 words)

Translate a short paragraph from 

English into German, 50 words 

minimum

Question 4 Translate 5 sentences from English 

into German, 35 words minimum
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Open ended 

writing tasks



Foundation Tier Question 2



Foundation Tier – Question 2

• Choice of clear, accessible tasks

• Both tasks have the same format –

writing for an online newspaper, but 

different subject matter

• Online newspaper is a formal context 

but no requirement to use a formal 

register

• Three bullet points, which must be 

covered to meet assessment criteria

• Clear requirement to use future 

reference

• Clear information about length of task

• Assessment – 9 marks for AO2 and 

5 marks for AO3



Foundation Tier – Question 2 – Assessment AO2

3 key features assessed in the response – 

bullet points, development, comprehension

• Clarity re minimum number of bullet points 

addressed

• Development of ideas – to what extent has 

the student addressed the bullet point 

requirement by adding further details?

• Comprehension - do the errors impact on 

how the examiner comprehends the 

information written by the student?



Foundation Tier – Question 2 – Assessment AO3

3 key features assessed in the response – 

variety of language, grammatical structures, 

accuracy.

• Variety of vocabulary and phrases.

• Use & variety of grammatical structures 

including use of conjunctions to write longer 

sentences

• Accuracy with focus on minor & major 

errors.



AO3 Errors



AO3 Errors



Hints and tips

• Consider the answer as a whole.

• Look at the Assessment Objectives separately.

• After deciding which descriptors most closely match the answer and place it in that 

band. 

• Be positive! Look to reward rather than penalise.

• Concentrate on the overall quality.

• Avoid focusing disproportionately on small and specific parts of the answer where the 

student has not performed quite as well as the rest.

• Use a best fit approach for defining the band.

• Once decided on a band, decide on a mark within the band.

• Award marks towards the top/bottom of the band depending on how the answer 

evidences the descriptors.



Differentiation terms within the mark scheme

Higher Tier Mark 

Scheme 

Crossover question

Foundation Tier Mark 

Scheme



Applying the mark scheme



What mark did you give?

16



Foundation Tier Question 3/ 
Higher Tier Question 1



Foundation Tier Question 3 / Higher Tier Question 1

In both options the form requested, 

’write to someone you know’ 

remains the same, but the ‘subject 

matter’ changes to focus students’ 

decision making on their preferred 

subject.

Four bullet points, with requirement 

to use an opinion with justification, 

past and future forms clearly 

indicated.  These bullet points 

always follow this pattern.

13 marks for AO2 and 5 marks for 

AO3.



Foundation Tier Q3 / Higher Tier Q1 Assessment



Applying the mark scheme 



What mark did you give?



Higher Tier Question 2



Higher Tier Question 2

• In both options the form requested, 

’write a blog’ remains the same, but 

the ‘subject matter’ changes. A blog 

is a formal setting but no requirement 

to use formal register. 

• Four bullet points, with requirement 

to use an opinion, past and future 

forms clearly indicated. 

• Increased demand – from an ‘opinion’ 

to expressing ‘pros and cons’

• Increased number of words 

130–150

• 17 marks for AO2 & 5 marks for AO3



Higher Tier Question 2 Assessment



Applying the mark scheme



What mark did you give?
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Resources and 

support



GCSE resources from Pearson

Pearson scheme of work

Higher 

Tier 

Student 

Book

Foundation

 Tier 

Student 

Book

Front of 

Class

Independent 

practice

Assessment 

& Insight

service

Pearson Edexcel’s paid-for resources, as well as resources endorsed by Pearson Edexcel, are not a pre-requisite for the delivery of Pearson Edexcel’s 
specifications. Paid-for resources may also be available from other publishers

https://www.pearsonschoolsandfecolleges.co.uk/secondary/subjects/modernlanguages/new-2024-french-german-and-spanish-gcse-resources


What is Pearson Revise for GCSE MFL?
Revision Guide for 

Spanish, French and 

German

£3.50 (with 50% schools' 

discount)

Revision content for the entire specification, including 

practice questions, exemplar responses and exam-focused 

hints and tips.

Plus:

• Audio for Speaking and Listening via QR code

• Quizzes for testing knowledge and vocab

• Videos on key assessment points and grammar

• Flashcards for self-testing of vocab

• Exam Practice Assistant for automatic writing feedback.

Revision Workbook

£3.50 (with 50% schools' 

discount)

Extensive write-in practice to complete throughout the 

course

Full set of practice papers

Audio for Speaking and Listening

Pearson Revise Online 

subscription 

£195/year

Give your school access to the online Revision Guide and 

online revision tools for French, Spanish and German.

https://www.pearsonschoolsandfecolleges.co.uk/secondary/gcse-revision/pearson-revise-for-gcse
https://www.pearsonschoolsandfecolleges.co.uk/secondary/gcse-revision/pearson-revise-for-gcse


Exam Practice Assistant

Automatic personalised marking and feedback of students’ 

writing, without the delays of self-marking!

• 36 exam-style Picture Description tasks (Foundation 

Writing paper) with personalised, expert-guided feedback. 

• 3 feedback levels to help build student confidence: 

Direct, Encouraging, and Accelerate.  

• Auto-created flashcards help target writing, grammar 

and spelling gaps. 

Online revision tools included with the Revision 
Guide

Also included:

• Online version of Revision Guide

• Audio for Speaking and Listening via QR code

• Quizzes for testing knowledge and vocab

• Videos on key assessment points and grammar

• Vocab flashcards for self-testing of every word on the vocab list. Plus, students can 

create their own.

Try it all with free teacher access 

to Pearson Revise Online:

https://www.pearsonschools.co.uk/

exampracticeassistant

https://www.pearsonschools.co.uk/exampracticeassistant
https://www.pearsonschools.co.uk/exampracticeassistant


Further training and resources
• Training currently available on the PD Academy:

o GCSE 2024 'How to conduct the speaking exam’ live and pre-record training

o Drop-in clinics

o New to Pearson Edexcel (which replaces our GRTT training)

o Unpacking the Writing Exam / Unpacking the Speaking Exam

o Effective Phonics Teaching for the Read Aloud and Dictation Tasks

o Mastering Dictation

o YouTube playlist of event recordings, including Spotlight on Writing, Paper 4 

• Training coming soon:

o Self-paced training of Unpacking the Speaking and Unpacking the Writing courses

• Writing Guide Paper 4, Writing – Teacher Guide (guides available for all papers) 

• Further exemplar material Pearson Edexcel GCSE German (2024) Pearson qualifications

https://pdacademy.pearson.com/courses.html?tpd_uk_prod%5BrefinementList%5D%5BcourseSubject%5D%5B0%5D=Languages&tpd_uk_prod%5BrefinementList%5D%5Bmotivation%5D%5B0%5D=secondary_uk
https://pdacademy.pearson.com/courses/gcse_french_german_and_spanish_2024_speaking_assessment_support.html
https://pdacademy.pearson.com/courses/gcse_modern_languages_2024_specifications_training_playlist.html
https://pdacademy.pearson.com/courses/gcse_modern_languages_2024_specifications_training_playlist.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/French/2024/teaching-and-learning-materials/gcse-2024-paper-4-writing-teacher-guide.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/French/2024/teaching-and-learning-materials/gcse-2024-paper-4-writing-teacher-guide.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/French/2024/teaching-and-learning-materials/gcse-2024-paper-4-writing-teacher-guide.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/german-2024.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FExemplar-material


Any questions?



Review of today’s goals

• To recap the structure and key features of the 

Foundation and Higher Tier papers

• To increase familiarity with the open-ended writing 

tasks

• To understand the application of the mark 

schemes 

• To practise marking exemplar material (language 

specific)

• To know how to access resources, support and 

ongoing training
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Our subject advisors are experts in their fields and are here 

to support you throughout the year.

Languages

Email: teachinglanguages@pearson.com 

Phone: +44 (0) 344 463 2535 

             (Mon–Fri, 9.00–17.00)

Book an appointment with your Subject Advisor

Sign up to receive regular updates from your Subject Advisor 

on qualification news and support for your subject.

Subject Advisor Support

Rebecca Waker

Languages

https://outlook.office365.com/book/PearsonLanguagesBookings@pearsoneducationinc.onmicrosoft.com/
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/forms/subject-advisor-updates-for-teachers-and-tutors.html


Find us on Facebook 

Pearson Edexcel Facebook Page

Don’t forget to follow us on Facebook for the latest 

updates about our qualifications. You can also find 

the latest updates from JCQ and Ofqual here too.

Click here to find our page, or scan this code

Facebook Teacher Groups

Be sure to also join our Pearson Edexcel 

Languages teacher group on Facebook. Created to 

give Languages teachers a private, professional 

space to have discussions. The group is managed 

by your Subject Advisor.

Click here to join the group, or scan this code

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61564320508035
http://www.facebook.com/groups/edexcellanguages/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61564320508035


Find out more

For more professional development 
courses please see Pearson’s 
Professional Development Academy

https://pdacademy.pearson.com/


Your Feedback 
Matters

Following this event, you will receive an 

invitation to share your thoughts about 

the session. Your feedback is invaluable 

to us, as it helps us tailor our 

professional development materials to 

better meet your needs. Please don’t 

hesitate to let us know what you’d like to 

see more of and what areas you think 

could be improved.
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